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Abstract 

 
Infrastructure is all around us, sometimes apparently, other times less so: transportation, buildings, water 
and wastewater systems, energy, telecommunications. Their environmental impacts are similarly obvious 
or more difficult to estimate: human health through ecological impacts to global warming. One of the most 
important obligations engineers and scientists have is to design, build, operate, and replace these society-
wide systems with the least environmental impacts. This is very challenging for many reasons. This 
presentation reviews the methods and tools of environmental assessment, discusses how far we have 
gotten, shares a few case studies, and makes recommendations how we could do a better job now and in the 
future. 
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