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Abstract

As the largest tissue manufacturer in the world, Kimberly-Clark depends on primary tree fiber as well as recycled fiber as critical sources of raw material for its products. Kimberly-Clark takes pride in its long history of responsible use of natural resources and leadership in protecting the world's forest resources and promoting responsible forest management. Today Kimberly-Clark uses large amounts of recycled fiber, virgin fiber only from suppliers that are certified to one of five recognized forest management certification systems, and has one of the most progressive fiber procurement policies in the tissue industry. As global demand for the world’s resources increases, the ability to effectively source both recycled and certified virgin fiber will come under increasing pressure. Developing additional cellulosic fiber options that can augment the current supply will improve the ability to meet and extend Kimberly-Clark’s commitments to responsible sourcing while simultaneously supporting business goals around innovation, quality and costs.

This report will provide a discussion of Kimberly-Clark’s sustainable fiber sourcing and its work with non-governmental organizations in maintaining a leadership position in that area.  In addition, investigation of two materials as possible sustainable replacements for wood fiber in paper products will be provided.  In particular, algae as a waste product of the colloid and alternative biofuel industry and bamboo as a purpose grown alternative to northern softwood kraft fibers will be discussed.  
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Tom Shannon is a Technical Strategist in Kimberly-Clark’s Corporate Research and Engineering group.  Tom works to identify and develop strategic new materials and technologies for Kimberly-Clark’s global businesses.  He currently has 92 issued US patents.
Tom joined Kimberly-Clark (K-C) in 1996 and has held a variety of technical positions primarily within the consumer tissue business.  Prior to joining K-C, he worked 12 years at General-Electric in a variety of technical leadership roles.  Currently Tom is leading Kimberly-Clark’s development and implementation of alternative fibers.  During the course of his career with Kimberly-Clark he has actively been engaged in cross business activities related to application and implementation of new technologies providing differentiated products and services for consumer products.  
Tom is a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin but moved to Alabama as a child.  He received a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Mathematics, a Master’s of Science degree in Chemistry from the University of Alabama – Huntsville and a Master's degree in Business Administration from the State University of New York – Albany. 
Tom is currently based at Kimberly-Clark's Family Care headquarters in Neenah, Wisconsin.
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