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Abstract  

 

Owens Corning develops, manufactures and markets insulation, roofing, and fiberglass composites. The company’s 

market-leading businesses use their deep expertise in materials, manufacturing and building science to develop 

products and systems that save energy and improve comfort in commercial and residential buildings. Through its 

glass reinforcements business, the company makes thousands of products lighter, stronger and more durable.  

 

At Owens Corning, expanding our impact through sustainability is a core value. We believe it to be an essential 

element of our business, from the products we make to the way that we make them.  This presentation will provide 

an overview of Owens Corning’s approach to sustainability.  In addition, it will provide an inside, engineer’s look at 

two Research and Development efforts that have had a major positive impact on the sustainability of our products.  

 

The first case study will describe how Owens Corning invented a bio-based binder solution for its EcoTouch® 

Insulation, including the technical, industrialization and product challenges that had to be overcome when replacing 

the phenol formaldehyde binder that had been used in the fiber glass insulation industry for over 70 years.  The 

second case study will describe how Owens Corning invented a more sustainable generation of Foamular® extruded 

polystyrene products by developing a new manufacturing process that used more sustainable blowing agents. 
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