CANDIDATE OVERVIEWS

President:
Elena van Hove:
After 4 semesters as a member of EWB, including being a member of both the water and travel team, I am honored and excited to run for chapter president. My past leadership experience, including acting as water team design lead for 2 semesters, has affirmed my passion for EWB and, more importantly, the incredible work that we do.  As president it is my goal to keep our chapter on track by meeting and ultimately exceeding Purdue EWB's expectations. That is, I aim to help us help others, forge valuable partnerships, and enable educational professional development. Additionally, I'd like to focus on bettering our club through strengthening our internal infrastructure by better supporting committees and improving our education in international development. For me, I also believe that our chapter could thrive through expanding each member's ability to provide constructive criticism and by initiating new efforts to hold each individual and team accountable for their responsibilities in order to enable the best progress. If selected to be your president, I promise that I will do all I can to support, guide, and lead us towards making EWB its best and an organization that we can all be proud of. 

Vice-President of Education:
Anna Bird:
I have been involved with Engineers Without Borders for the last two years. I have spent time creating construction manuals, traveling, studying the biogas project, and researching the feasibility of a future water project. Throughout all of these experiences, I realized my favorite part of our organization is the opportunity to learn from my peers and advisors. By bringing in guest speakers, I will provide networking opportunities for undergraduate students. I will facilitate discussions and activities between EPICS members and chapter members to engage everyone in our club’s projects. My goal is to help students to become successful members of our team. I have seen the many different facets of our club, and I want to help all members find their best fit within our organization. Through professional development seminars and team building activities, I will prepare students for the roles they will take on in our club. 

Vice-President of Chapter Affairs:
Shawn Makulec:
Hello!  It’s Shawn Makulec, your friendly VPCA.  I’m running for reelection for the position I currently hold, which is a role I’ve been serving in since the beginning of the spring semester.  I’m currently finishing my fourth semester with EWB.  Two of those semesters were spent as a member of the EPICS team, where I was design lead for Future Directions during this past fall semester.  I have been able to gain experience working with and being a leader within both aspects of the structure of EWB, which has been important during my time as VPCA.  This semester, I’ve been fortunate to be able to work closely with all the officers on developing and implementing committee and team goals, and if reelected, I would look forward to the chance to continue this work next fall.  Through the program selection process, our team has been able to involve all members of EWB-Purdue in working on our programs this semester, and looking ahead to next semester, one of my goals would be to continue this trend by working with all our officers to develop our chapter meeting structure and setting in place strong plans for our chapter members to complete program work.  With my experience on our team, I believe I’m the best candidate for this role, and I hope you agree!

Treasurer:
Abdemanaf Dhariwala:
I am the treasurer of this club right now and I really enjoy this position. I want to become the treasurer again because this time around I will already know how to process reimbursements and check and maintain our accounts. As a result, I will be able to focus on improving our dues collection and recording system, amongst other things. I have already researched methods to work on improving the dues collection and recording system and I hope to implement one of the methods soon. The options currently include an online database management system, or MS Excel’s conditional formatting function. Something else I would focus on is updating the budget of our chapter’s accounts on a more regular basis.

Media Committee Head:
Riley Boris:
If elected to the position of head of the Media Committee, I believe I could better facilitate the media presence of the group through accomplishing three objectives. Goals so far for the committee have been vague so my first objective at each meeting would be to establish a goal for each form of social media each week. Additionally, I believe that using club funding to purchase a camera for the club could be extremely beneficial, as it would allow for better images to be captured, and thus shared, via the social media outlets. This would give more content to share, improving our online presence, as well as giving the organization a more professional online appearance. Finally, I would see that our website is modernized so that it is easier to navigate and more helpful to outside sources, such as potential sponsors of the club, when they are researching our organization.

Sean McCrohan:
I believe I would be a good fit for the head of the media committee, as I have been the head of the events committee for about a semester now, which means that I have a good enough understanding of the events and things that EWB does which may need to be publicized. I also have good computer skills, and some experience working on websites. If made head of the media committee, I would make a regular effort to keep social media pages active with club information, and sharing EWB relevant news, as well as posting pictures from any events that occur.
Events Committee Head:
Hannah Fowler:
	Hi, this is Hannah Fowler and I am running for Events Committee Head. I am currently in charge of the 5k planning committee, and I feel that this has prepared me to take on a larger role in the club. I have also been a part of the events committee for 2 semesters, so I am familiar with what the goals of the committee are. I would like EWB to have more frequent events and I would like for our club to have a larger variety of service projects and events. It would be my goal to have at least one event per month, and I would also want to have one large event per semester or per year.

Sean McCrohan:
I have spent the last semester as the head of the events committee after taking over halfway through this year, so I have experience fulfilling the duties of the events committee. If made the head of the events committee for next year, I would organize unique social events, possibly including a potluck dinner relating to the cultural food of wherever our next project will be located. I will also continue to help plan the 5K that is scheduled for next fall.

Fundraising Committee Head:
Mohammad Sweidan:
This is Mohammad Sweidan and I'm writing this in response to my recent nomination to be the head of the fundraising committee. It is true that I've been a member of EWB since the beginning of the semester, but I believe I have understood how EWB is run and what its goals are and how EWB tries to achieve them. If I am elected to be the head of the fundraising department I will try my best to leave an impact by making some minor changes in the structure of the fundraising committee in attempt to make the fundraising process a little faster and more effective. 

Grants Committee Head:
Margaret Levell:
My name is Margaret Levell and I’d like to be the head of the grants committee this upcoming semester. Although I’m only freshman, I’ve been the head this past semester and have worked on 2 grants so far. I believe this experience has allowed me to understand the commitment and approach required for this position. I know what needs to be completed for this semester, and I know what needs to be prepared for next semester. I also provide a unique perspective to grants compared to the past; I have experience publishing and editing a literary magazine in high school. Altogether, I believe I have the experience and background that will benefit this position. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Brandon Holmes:
The program selection committee head needs to have an organized, practical, and experienced approach for zeroing in on which community and which program will be the focus of the next EWB project. I believe that I am the person for that job. For this semester I have been a member of this committee, partaking in meetings with GEP faculty along with helping to develop interview questions aimed at improving our approach to finding a new program. I come from a background of a variety of work environments, most notably in the office culture of banking. There, I developed visceral understanding for the need of prompt communication both for achieving various work goals and for developing interpersonal relationships. I have used decision matrices in class very similar to the one developed by future directions. I also understand the need for this club to take on a program that has achievable and meaningful goals both for the community we end up serving and for our organization. 

