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Over Winter Break, a group of 21 students and faculty from Purdue Agriculture went on a ten-day class trip to Haiti to work alongside Haitian agriculture students and Heifer International community members. The trip’s purpose was to explore existing food security, health, and economic issues and develop potential strategies to improve nutrition with sustainable agricultural & animal sources and improved access to clean water. What we wanted to learn was how we could contribute to sustainable community projects through extension application of animal and agricultural sciences.
As a class, we have continued to seek out ways to help Haiti from Purdue University. We visited the Cooperative Agricole Gabard le Vaillant (CACGAVA), home of Alltech Café Citadelle in Dondon. Alltech supports the member-based cooperative by providing a market in the United States to sell the coffee they raise and process.  Alltech Café Citadelle is a Fair Trade Certified™, 100% Arabica, coffee that serves as a sustainable source of income for 6,700 farming families across north central Haiti. After directly entering Alltech’s registered nonprofit ACE Foundation, the profits from this shade-grown and hand-picked coffee funds Alltech's hands-on involvement in Haiti: developing coffee co-ops, improving schools and providing jobs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You can purchase this coffee at http://coffeestore.alltech.com/.  If you enter “Purdue Heifer International Haiti” in the charity code section, our class will receive $4.50 for every bag someone orders online. This money will be sent to Purdue Heifer International Club who will then use it to help our partner Heifer International projects in northern Haiti. I know many of you enjoy your cup of coffee in the morning or have friends who would love to try this coffee! A bag of fresh Haitian coffee can provide a great gift anytime of the year. 
An important lesson learned from the trip was how vital healthy relationships are to provide successful aid in Haiti. Our class spent time in Haiti and since developing and seeking ways to nurture and grow relationships with them. This is a great example of how these partnerships are working and can come together to directly benefit the projects taking place in Haiti. 
Thank you for all your continued support! 
Want to learn about our trip?
Read our words on the blog we kept while in Haiti: purduehaiti11.blogspot.com
Watch the videos on YouTube highlighting our experiences:
· Animals and Food Security in Haiti
· Haiti: Service Learning Study Abroad Winter Break '11-'12, Purdue University
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