
“Sustainability: Our National Strategic Imperative” 
 

In 2011, a strategic document entitled "A National Strategic Narrative" emerged from 
the Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The "Narrative" argues for a new 
American grand strategy that would focus the nation's foreign and domestic policies 
toward the common goal of building our national strength at home as a means to foster 
our credible influence abroad. Specifically, the National Strategic Narrative offered the 
concept of sustainability as our national strategic imperative for the twenty-first century. 
  
In partial response to this call for grand strategy, the New America Foundation—
defining grand strategy as the correlation of America's economic engine, its foreign 
policy, and its governing institutions to meet the great global challenge of the era—has 
developed a strategic framework to functionally and pragmatically implement the 
concept of sustainability in order to take on our generation's great challenge, "global 
unsustainability." In the face of the combined challenges of a burgeoning world 
population that must be folded into the global economic system; ecosystem depletion at 
a scale never before seen; the ongoing global "contained depression" that cannot be 
remedied with paradigmatic fiscal and monetary policy; and a resilience deficit within 
global economic and political systems; America's response must be to lead—and lead 
by example. The country must put its own house in order and, with willing partners, 
author a prosperous, secure, and sustainable future. The task is clear: The United 
States must lead the global transition to sustainability. An American grand strategy of 
sustainability is the key to unlock that leadership.  
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