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From better to good enough - the need for an absolute perspective in
environmental sustainability assessment

With its systemic perspective and broad coverage of environmental impacts, life cycle assessment (LCA) is
frequently used for gauging the environmental sustainability of products and technical systems. With its
relative perspective, it supports eco-efficiency improvements (more functionality with less environmental
impact) but the climate and biodiversity crises demonstrate that at large these are insufficient - we need to
introduce an absolute perspective into the sustainability assessment to inform engineering about what is
needed to ensure solutions that are not just more sustainable but sustainable in absolute terms. The talk will
discuss how to determine such absolute targets and how to introduce them into the sustainability assessment.

Bio

Michael Z. Hauschild is professor in quantitative assessment of sustainability at the Technical University of Denmark
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