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C H A P T E R  s i x ra  n k i n g  the    s ch  o o l s

On these pages, U.S. News ranks undergraduate engineer-
ing programs accredited by ABET (formerly known as Ac-
creditation Board for Engineering and Technology). The 
rankings are based solely on a survey of engineering deans 
and senior faculty at all accredited programs, conducted 
during the spring of 2011. Surveys sent to the dean and a 
faculty member at each accredited program asked them to 
rate programs with which they’re familiar on a scale from 1 
(marginal) to 5 (distinguished). Students who prefer a school 

that focuses on its undergrads can use the list below of top 
institutions whose terminal degree is a bachelor’s or mas-
ter’s; universities that grant doctorates, whose programs are 
ranked separately, may boast a wider range of offerings at the 
undergraduate level. Thirty-five percent of those surveyed 
returned ratings of the group below; 54 percent did so for 
the doctorate group. Respondents were also asked to name 
10 top programs in specialty areas; those mentioned most 
often appear here.

Best in Undergraduate Engineering

Top Programs at Engineering schools whose highest degree is a Bachelor’s or Master’s

Rank School (State) (*Public) Rank School (State) (*Public) Rank School (State) (*Public)

Peer 
assessment 

score 
(5.0=highest)

Peer 
assessment 

score 
(5.0=highest)

Peer 
assessment 

score 
(5.0=highest)

A115409A	 1.	 Harvey Mudd College (CA)	 4.4
A152318A	 1.	 Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. (IN)	 4.4
A197036A	 3.	 United States Military Academy (NY)*	 4.2
A190372A	 4.	 Cooper Union (NY)	 4.1
A110422A	 5.	 Calif. Polytech. St. U.–San Luis Obispo*	4.0
A128328A	 5.	 United States Air Force Acad. (CO)*	 4.0
A164155A	 5.	 United States Naval Academy (MD)*	 4.0
A441982A	 8.	 Franklin W. Olin Col. of Eng. (MA)	 3.9
A211291A	 9.	 Bucknell University (PA)	 3.8
A216597A	 10.	 Villanova University (PA)	 3.7
A133553A	 11.	 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical U. (FL)	 3.6
A239318A	 11.	 Milwaukee School of Engineering	 3.6
A223232A	 13.	 Baylor University (TX)	 3.5
A216287A	 13.	S warthmore College (PA)	 3.5
A130624A	 13.	 United States Coast Guard Acad. (CT)*	3.5
A110529A	 16.	 Calif. State Polytechnic Univ.–Pomona*	3.4

A104586A	 16.	 Embry-Riddle Aero. U.–Prescott (AZ)	 3.4
A213385A	 16.	L afayette College (PA)	 3.4
A184782A	 16.	 Rowan University (NJ)*	 3.4
A196866A	 16.	 Union College (NY)	 3.4
A217864A	 21.	 The Citadel (SC)*	 3.3
A204024A	 21.	 Miami University–Oxford (OH)*	 3.3
A122931A	 21.	S anta Clara University (CA)	 3.3
A167835A	 21.	S mith College (MA)	 3.3
A229267A	 21.	 Trinity University (TX)	 3.3
A234085A	 21.	 Virginia Military Institute*	 3.3
A143358A	 27.	 Bradley University (IL)	 3.2
A235316A	 27.	G onzaga University (WA)	 3.2
A169983A	 27.	K ettering University (MI)	 3.2
A117946A	 27.	L oyola Marymount University (CA)	 3.2
A122755A	 27.	S an Jose State University (CA)*	 3.2
A197027A	 27.	 U.S. Merchant Marine Acad. (NY)*	 3.2
A126580A	 27.	 Univ. of Colo.–Colorado Springs*	 3.2

A171137A	 27.	 University of Michigan–Dearborn*	 3.2
A122436A	 27.	 University of San Diego	 3.2
A152600A	 27.	 Valparaiso University (IN)	 3.2
A142115A	 37.	 Boise State University (ID)*	 3.1
A167987A	 37.	 Univ. of Massachusetts–Dartmouth*	 3.1
A209825A	 37.	 University of Portland (OR)	 3.1
A142522A	40.	 Brigham Young University–Idaho	 3.0
A110592A	40.	 California State U.–Los Angeles*	 3.0
A170675A	40.	L awrence Technological Univ. (MI)	 3.0
A163046A	40.	L oyola University Maryland	 3.0
A192703A	40.	 Manhattan College (NY)	 3.0
A140447A	40.	 Mercer University (GA)	 3.0
A180416A	40.	 Montana Tech of the Univ. of Mont.*	 3.0
A204635A	40.	O hio Northern University	 3.0
A236595A	40.	S eattle University	 3.0
A228875A	40.	 Texas Christian University	 3.0
A120883A	40.	 University of the Pacific (CA)	 3.0

Best in the Specialties

AEROSPACE/AERONAUTICAL/ASTRONAUTICAL
A133553A	 1.	 Embry-Riddle Aeronautical U. (FL)
A128328A	 2.	 United States Air Force Acad. (CO)*
A104586A	 3.	 Embry-Riddle Aero. U.–Prescott (AZ)

CHEMICAL
A152318A	 1.	 Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. (IN)
A190372A	 2.	 Cooper Union (NY)
A211291A	 3.	 Bucknell University (PA)
A184782A	 3.	 Rowan University (NJ)*

CIVIL
A152318A	 1.	 Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. (IN)
A197036A	 2.	 United States Military Academy (NY)*
A110422A	 3.	 Calif. Polytechnic St. U.–San Luis Obispo*
A211291A	 4.	 Bucknell University (PA)
A190372A	 5.	 Cooper Union (NY)

COMPUTER ENGINEERING
A152318A	 1.	 Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. (IN)
A110422A	 2.	 Calif. Polytechnic St. U.–San Luis Obispo*
A211291A	 3.	 Bucknell University (PA)
A115409A	 3.	 Harvey Mudd College (CA)

ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONIC/COMMUNICATIONS
A152318A	 1.	 Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. (IN)
A190372A	 2.	 Cooper Union (NY)
A110422A	 3.	 Calif. Polytechnic St. U.–San Luis Obispo*
A115409A	 4.	 Harvey Mudd College (CA)
A128328A	 5.	 United States Air Force Acad. (CO)*

MECHANICAL
A152318A	 1.	 Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. (IN)
A169983A	 2.	K ettering University (MI)
A110422A	 3.	 Calif. Polytechnic St. U.–San Luis Obispo*
A190372A	 4.	 Cooper Union (NY)
A115409A	 4.	 Harvey Mudd College (CA)

Note: Peer assessment survey conducted by Synovate. To be ranked in a specialty, a school may have either a program 
or course offerings in that subject area. Based on a recommendation from the American Society for Engineering Educa-
tion, a few engineering schools with small doctoral programs are part of the bachelor’s and master’s category.
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Top Programs at Engineering schools whose highest degree is a doctorate 

Rank School (State) (*Public) Rank School (State) (*Public) Rank School (State) (*Public)

Peer 
assessment 

score 
(5.0=highest)

Peer 
assessment 

score 
(5.0=highest)

Peer 
assessment 

score 
(5.0=highest)

A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology	 4.9
A243744A	 2.	S tanford University (CA)	 4.8
A110635A	 3.	 University of California–Berkeley*	 4.7
A110404A	 4.	 California Institute of Technology	 4.6
A139755A	 5.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*	 4.5
A145637A	 6.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*	 4.4
A170976A	 6.	 University of Michigan–Ann Arbor*	 4.4
A211440A	 8.	 Carnegie Mellon University (PA)	 4.3
A190415A	 9.	 Cornell University (NY)	 4.2
A243780A	 9.	 Purdue Univ.–West Lafayette (IN)*	 4.2
A186131A	 11.	 Princeton University (NJ)	 4.1
A228778A	 11.	 University of Texas–Austin*	 4.1
A147767A	 13.	N orthwestern University (IL)	 4.0
A240444A	 13.	 Univ. of Wisconsin–Madison*	 4.0
A162928A	 15.	 Johns Hopkins University (MD)	 3.9
A233921A	 15.	 Virginia Tech*	 3.9
A214777A	 17.	 Pennsylvania State U.–University Park*	3.8
A227757A	 17.	 Rice University (TX)	 3.8
A228723A	 17.	 Texas A&M Univ.–College Station*	 3.8
A190150A	20.	 Columbia University (NY)	 3.7
A110662A	20.	 Univ. of California–Los Angeles*	 3.7
A110680A	20.	 Univ. of California–San Diego*	 3.7
A236948A	20.	 University of Washington*	 3.7
A198419A	24.	D uke University (NC)	 3.6
A163286A	24.	 Univ. of Maryland–College Park*	 3.6
A174066A	24.	 Univ. of Minnesota–Twin Cities*	 3.6

A166027A	 27.	 Harvard University (MA)	 3.5
A199193A	 27.	N orth Carolina State U.–Raleigh*	 3.5
A204796A	 27.	O hio State University–Columbus*	 3.5
A194824A	 27.	 Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst. (NY)	 3.5
A134130A	 27.	 University of Florida*	 3.5
A215062A	 27.	 University of Pennsylvania	 3.5
A123961A	 27.	 Univ. of Southern California	 3.5
A110644A	34.	 University of California–Davis*	 3.4
A126614A	34.	 University of Colorado–Boulder*	 3.4
A234076A	34.	 University of Virginia*	 3.4
A221999A	34.	 Vanderbilt University (TN)	 3.4
A153603A	38.	I owa State University*	 3.3
A110705A	38.	 Univ. of California–Santa Barbara*	 3.3
A179867A	38.	W ashington University in St. Louis	 3.3
A130794A	38.	 Yale University (CT)	 3.3
A104151A	42.	 Arizona State University*	 3.2
A217156A	42.	 Brown University (RI)	 3.2
A201645A	42.	 Case Western Reserve Univ. (OH)	 3.2
A213543A	42.	L ehigh University (PA)	 3.2
A110653A	42.	 University of California–Irvine*	 3.2
A152080A	42.	 University of Notre Dame (IN)	 3.2
A171100A	48.	 Michigan State University*	 3.1
A186380A	48.	 Rutgers, St. U. of N.J.–New Brunswick*	 3.1
A104179A	48.	 University of Arizona*	 3.1
A215293A	48.	 University of Pittsburgh*	 3.1
A164988A	52.	 Boston University	 3.0
A126775A	52.	 Colorado School of Mines*	 3.0

A182670A	52.	D artmouth College (NH)	 3.0
A212054A	52.	D rexel University (PA)	 3.0
A166629A	52.	 Univ. of Massachusetts–Amherst*	 3.0
A100858A	 57.	 Auburn University (AL)*	 2.9
A167358A	 57.	N ortheastern University (MA)	 2.9
A168148A	 57.	 Tufts University (MA)	 2.9
A196088A	 57.	 University at Buffalo–SUNY*	 2.9
A130943A	 57.	 University of Delaware*	 2.9
A153658A	 57.	 University of Iowa*	 2.9
A195030A	 57.	 University of Rochester (NY)	 2.9
A221759A	 57.	 University of Tennessee*	 2.9
A168421A	 57.	W orcester Polytechnic Inst. (MA)	 2.9
A217882A	66.	 Clemson University (SC)*	 2.8
A126818A	66.	 Colorado State University*	 2.8
A145725A	66.	I llinois Institute of Technology	 2.8
A155399A	66.	K ansas State University*	 2.8
A171128A	 66.	 Michigan Technological University*	 2.8
A195003A	66.	 Rochester Inst. of Technology (NY)	 2.8
A196097A	66.	S tony Brook University–SUNY*	 2.8
A196413A	66.	S yracuse University (NY)	 2.8
A230764A	66.	 University of Utah*	 2.8
A236939A	66.	W ashington State University*	 2.8
A190044A	76.	 Clarkson University (NY)	 2.7
A194541A	 76.	 Polytechnic Inst. of New York U. (NY)	 2.7
A186867A	 76.	S tevens Institute of Technology (NJ)	 2.7
A129020A	76.	 University of Connecticut*	 2.7
A145600A	76.	 University of Illinois–Chicago*	 2.7
A155317A	 76.	 University of Kansas*	 2.7Best in the Specialties

AEROSPACE/AERONAUTICAL/ASTRONAUTICAL
A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A139755A	 2.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A170976A	 3.	 University of Michigan–Ann Arbor*
A243780A	 4.	 Purdue Univ.–West Lafayette (IN)*
A110404A	 5.	 California Institute of Technology

BIOLOGICAL/AGRICULTURAL
A243780A	 1.	 Purdue Univ.–West Lafayette (IN)*
A153603A	 2.	I owa State University*
A145637A	 2.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*
A190415A	 4.	 Cornell University (NY)
A134130A	 4.	 University of Florida*

BIOMEDICAL/BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING
A162928A	 1.	 Johns Hopkins University (MD)
A139755A	 2.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A198419A	 3.	D uke University (NC)
A166683A	 4.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A110680A	 5.	 Univ. of California–San Diego*

CHEMICAL
A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A110635A	 2.	 University of California–Berkeley*
A243744A	 3.	S tanford University (CA)
A110404A	 4.	 California Institute of Technology
A174066A	 4.	 Univ. of Minnesota–Twin Cities*

CIVIL
A110635A	 1.	 University of California–Berkeley*
A145637A	 2.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*
A139755A	 3.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A243744A	 4.	S tanford University (CA)
A243780A	 5.	 Purdue Univ.–West Lafayette (IN)*

COMPUTER ENGINEERING
A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A211440A	 2.	 Carnegie Mellon University (PA)
A243744A	 2.	S tanford University (CA)
A110635A	 4.	 University of California–Berkeley*
A145637A	 5.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*

ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONIC/COMMUNICATIONS
A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A243744A	 2.	S tanford University (CA)
A110635A	 3.	 University of California–Berkeley*
A139755A	 4.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A145637A	 5.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*

ENGINEERING SCIENCE/ENGINEERING PHYSICS
A110404A	 1.	 California Institute of Technology
A190415A	 2.	 Cornell University (NY)
A145637A	 2.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*

ENVIRONMENTAL/ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
A243744A	 1.	S tanford University (CA)
A110635A	 2.	 University of California–Berkeley*

A139755A	 3.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A145637A	 4.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*
A162928A	 5.	 Johns Hopkins University (MD)
A228778A	 5.	 University of Texas–Austin*

INDUSTRIAL/MANUFACTURING
A139755A	 1.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A170976A	 2.	 University of Michigan–Ann Arbor*
A110635A	 3.	 University of California–Berkeley*
A214777A	 4.	 Pennsylvania State U.–University Park*
A243780A	 5.	 Purdue Univ.–West Lafayette (IN)*
A243744A	 5.	S tanford University (CA)

MATERIALS
A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A110635A	 2.	 University of California–Berkeley*
A145637A	 3.	 U. of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign*
A170976A	 4.	 University of Michigan–Ann Arbor*
A147767A	 5.	N orthwestern University (IL)

MECHANICAL
A166683A	 1.	 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
A139755A	 2.	G eorgia Institute of Technology*
A243744A	 2.	S tanford University (CA)
A170976A	 4.	 University of Michigan–Ann Arbor*
A110635A	 5.	 University of California–Berkeley*
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