CCE Graduate Student Independent Research Scholarship

Funds have been allocated from the Kinnier Endowment to support graduate students who plan to engage in a small research project.  This opportunity is provided to encourage students who have not received an assistantship or who are not working on a thesis project, to engage in research activities.  
For the Fall 2025 semester, we anticipate offering five positions, each providing a $3000 scholarship.
Eligibility requirements:
· Students must have satisfactorily completed at least one semester in the CE grad program at the time of application: must have at least a 3.0 GPA
· Are not receiving/have not received assistantship funding
· Applications must be endorsed by a CCE faculty member who is willing to supervise/mentor the student as the student pursues a small research project
· At the completion of the semester during which students receive the funding, the students will submit a short (2-page max) summary of the topic they worked on, lessons learned, outcome, future research plans, etc.
· Have not received the CCE Graduate Student Independent Research Scholarship previously
The student should register for an independent study course, for at least one credit during the semester, with the faculty member supervising the work.  The student will be responsible for paying the any tuition/fees related to their registration. Students can only receive this Scholarship once during their graduate studies in Civil Engineering at Purdue.
Students who have already received a terminal funding opportunity (ex: Bilsland Dissertation Fellowship) are not eligible for this scholarship.
How to Apply:
· Application should include (as one pdf in this order):
· Transcripts
· Resume/CV
· Independent study topic proposal, including the expected benefits that the student anticipates gaining from the experience and a cost estimate for any software/hardware, travel, materials for the project (2 pages max) 
· Letter of endorsement from faculty member
Please submit your application to Jenny Ricksy at jricksy@purdue.edu by 8:00 am on November 24, 2025.  The CCE Grad Office will review and rank the applications to determine the recipients.
The Scholarship will be processed during the fall 2025 semester. The award will be processed through Purdue’s Scholarship and Awards office and some taxes will be withheld.  Also, if there is any balance with the University, these funds will first go to cover that amount.  Any balance will then be refunded to the recipient.  Scholarships, Awards and Prizes must be considered educational resources for the student per federal regulations.  Therefore, any funds awarded to the student are reported to the Division of Financial Aid and are considered a part of a student’s total aid package.  Please note, students may not receive gift aid exceeding the total cost of attendance.
Students receiving the funding will be expected to submit a two-page summary report that includes: 
(1) a short description of the research activities undertaken as part of this independent research study
(2) key lessons learned – (i) on the research topic and (ii) on the research process
(3) future plans based on student’s experience in this independent study
