Brief Background of John McNett
 

    He graduated from Purdue in 1967 with a BS in biology and minors in chemistry and physics.  He graduated from the George Washington University in 1970 with a J.D. concentrating in patent law.
    He has been with the Indianapolis patent law firm of Woodard, Emhardt, Naughton, Moriarty & McNett for 31 years.  This is Indiana's largest patent law firm, with 45 patent attorneys, all having engineering or science degrees.  The firm represents Lafayette clients including Purdue University, Great Lakes Biochemical, Cook Med Institute, MicroDataBase Systems, Inc. and MailCode, Inc., among others.
    Early in his career, Mr. McNett handled the original U.S. and foreign patent appications on Gatorade Thirst Quencher.  He has served as a director of a biotech company in San Francisco, Prototek, Inc., and has handled matters in diverse technologies.  Among the many matters which he handles, he currently oversees all patent matters for Rolls-Royce North America involving gas turbine engine designs, and is lead trial counsel for Thomson Consumer Electronics in related litigation, such as involving digital satellite television.
    Mr. McNett has conducted jury trials of patent cases, and was the counsel of record for the petitioners in the U.S. Supreme Court case of Christianson et al. v. Colt Industries, which set the standards for jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit in addressing patent and trade secret issues relating to the M16 assault rifle.  He has served as an arbitrator in various cases involving patent law, and has served as an expert witness, including a recent case in federal court in Lafayette, MDBS v. Nellcor, involving copyrights on computer programs.
