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Hello, my name is (your name) I am a (graduate/prof./Ph.D./etc.) student at (your school) and I am calling today to speak to (member of Congress’s name) about the effects of the proposed tax reform bill - Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and its impact on higher education. There are many provisions in the proposed law which will have adverse impacts on graduate students and the most significant among those is repealing Section 117(d). 
(Now the person on the phone will likely say that they can pass on your message. They may ask for your name and zipcode)
Currently, Section 117 (d) of the Tax Code allows institutions to provide tax- free undergraduate-level tuition waiver or reimbursements (for study at schools with reciprocal agreements) to employees, spouses and dependents. It also allows tax-free tuition of individuals employed as graduate-level teaching and research assistants. The proposed tax policy repeals these provisions thereby eliminating tax free treatment of tuition remissions.

The average graduate student salary at (your school) is __________.  With tuition waivers labeled as taxable income for graduate students, the majority of our salaries will be spent on paying taxes, leaving students in a situation where they cannot survive on their incomes.  Further, it also hurts the higher education community at large, since this would make it really hard for universities to recruit graduate students. 

I strongly urge you to vote against the elimination of the Qualified Tuitions Reductions (Sec. 117(d)), Employer-Provided Education Assistance (Sec. 127), Interest Payments on Qualified Education Loans, and Tuition and Related Expenses.

1Call script adopted from the National Association of Graduate-Professional Students 
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