Birck Nanotechnology Center
                             Facility Protocol


EFFECTIVE DATE:  13May2020
PAGE 
 of 2



The Purdue administration has established these fundamental requirements for working in our facility during the SARS-Cov-2 pandemic. Transmission may occur from people with no symptoms, asymptomatic.  The precautions and protocols in this document will be enforced into the foreseeable future. A minimum of 6-feet (114-ft2) must be maintained between persons at all times (atriums, restrooms, labs, kitchen areas, gowning room, cleanroom, etc.).
1. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
1.1. Safety glasses must be worn whenever in the cleanroom and labs, except when using a microscope or when wearing protective goggles.
1.2. Facial masks are to be worn at all times. Personal masks are acceptable and preferred. The purpose of the personal masks is to protect others within our facility.

1.3. Gloves are to be worn at the user’s discretion in the general areas of the facility. 

2. MATERIALS 
2.1. Safety Glasses OR Goggles
2.2. Facial Mask covering the nose and mouth at all times

2.2.1. Personal facial covering/mask is acceptable (and preferred) provided it is similar to a surgical mask and can remove large aerosol particles
2.3. Gloves (vinyl, latex, rubber) are for the user’s protection as defined by the individual labs or cleanroom. Glove use outside these areas are at the user’s discretion provided the gloves are changed when moving between environments. 
3. PPE – PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY & HEALTH ADVISORY
3.1. Wash your hands with soap and water upon entering and before leaving any lab.  Always wash hands before and after putting on or removing any face covering.

3.2. Face masks are to be worn at all times in the facility, including under the cleanroom veils.
3.3. Do not share lab coats/cleanroom garments, safety glasses, or other types of PPE. Use your own safety glasses (or prescription glasses) and keep them wiped and clean.

3.4. Hang lab coats so that they do not touch neighboring lab coats.  Hang cleanroom head and face coverings inside the gown so they do not touch neighboring garments.

3.5. Wear disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecting. Wash hands immediately after removing gloves.

3.6. Use Kim wipes or disinfectant wipes when handling common laboratory items, laboratory equipment and cabinet handle when opening.

3.7. Sanitize touch surfaces on appliances you’re using, such as microwaves, refrigerators, and coffee pots.   Contaminated surfaces may exist due to multiple people using these appliances.
3.8. Users who have been in risk areas or had contact with confirmed SARS-CoV-2 patients are not allowed to access the facility for 14 days.
3.9. Users who are SARS-Cov-2 positive or otherwise sick are not allowed to access the facility even if they appear to have only mild cold-like symptoms.

3.10. Users with health conditions who are at risk to develop severe symptoms are advised to avoid the facility and ask colleagues to perform experiments in their place.
4. AREAS OF OPERATION 
4.1. ENTERING BIRCK NANOTECHNOLOGY CENTER
4.1.1. A minimum of 6 feet must be maintained between all persons, regardless of location or circumstances. This includes in-person discussions, meetings, training sessions, or working in the same lab or office space.  This also applies to the Birck cleanroom.
4.1.2. Entrance to the building will be limited to the main entrance (Atrium) of Birck only, until further notice. This will provide a focused area for a wipe-down station.

4.1.3. Be aware of team members working in the building and respect their space, particularly in hallways, doorways, and other narrow spaces in the building.
4.1.4. Minimize office work.  Come to Birck for lab and/or cleanroom experimental work but do your computer analysis and data manipulation at home.
4.2. LABORATORY FACILITIES WORK PLAN
4.2.1. Consultation and meetings should all be conducted remotely.
4.2.2. Once Birck is allowed to open, users will need to schedule laboratory access to maintain distancing and population requirements. Users without an appointment will not be allowed into the labs.  Birck staff members are evaluating on-line scheduling applications for scheduling time in labs.
4.2.2.1. Prioritize work for graduate students who are close to completion
4.2.2.2.     Scheduling will be a priority

4.2.2.3. Assess project progress, develop a plan to go forward and set reasonable expectations
4.2.2.4. Provide options for flexible work locations and schedules
4.2.2.5. Supervisors/PI’s should check-in frequently with students, be aware of their needs and
               adjust plans as necessary
4.2.3. Limited population density will be an absolute requirement. This will include limiting numbers of people in large office areas, atrium gathering spaces, laboratories, the cleanroom, and people picking up packages from the mail rooms and other nearby locations.

4.2.3.1. Limit room occupancy such that the rules of social distancing can be followed: if two or more workplaces are occupied in the same room at the same time they should have a distance of at least six feet (two meters).
4.2.3.2. Only one person at a time will be permitted in the cleanroom air showers.  Do not enter if someone else is in the air shower interlock.
4.2.3.3. Additional wipe-down station will be available in the cleanroom gowning room in order to facilitate separation of persons cleaning small items to be carried into the cleanroom.
4.2.3.4. Conference rooms: Meetings should be conducted remotely whenever possible. If it is necessary to use a conference room, occupancy should be strictly limited to maintain 6 ft social distancing requirements.
4.2.3.5. Equipment may be placed to allow for accessibility without moving back and forth in the lab.

4.2.3.6. One person at a time working in a fume or biosafety hood. This may require lab members to work in shifts in order to maintain distance.
4.2.3.7. Services for electronic data, data analysis, and expert advice:    Implement remote access and telework options wherever possible for staff and users to continue to use these services without being physically present. This may include remote access software such as TeamViewer, or additional floating licenses.
4.2.3.8. Services requiring user access to equipment: Users must comply with institutional physical distancing policies.
4.2.3.9. Prolonged office work is discouraged. Come to Birck to perform experiments in the labs, but computer work should be done at home as much as possible.
4.2.3.10. Wipe-down stations will be located throughout the building. These should be used to frequently sanitize hands, phones, safety glasses, etc.
4.2.3.11. Clean all surfaces before and after use in the lab. Do not assume that the person who used the space before you have cleaned it.
4.2.3.12. The custodial staff will continue with frequent sanitization of knobs, furniture, and other high touch surfaces.
4.2.4. Personal responsibility will be vital to maintain the health of all Birck community members. In everything you do, act as though there is virus present somewhere on-site in Birck.
4.2.5. A 14-day quarantine will be required for anyone who has traveled out of state or is exhibiting symptoms, or until confirmed negative test, without exception. Also, if you have been with someone who has been sick or tested positive for COVID19, in the last 14 days, you should report it, and quarantine for 14 days, or until confirmed testing negative.  In all cases if you suspect you have been exposed, report it to your supervisor.
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