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The Purdue administration has established these fundamental requirements for working in our facility during the SARS-Cov-2 pandemic. Transmission may occur from people with no symptoms, asymptomatic.  The precautions and protocols in this document will be enforced into the foreseeable future. A minimum of 6-feet (114-ft2) must be maintained between persons at all times (atriums, restrooms, labs, kitchen areas, gowning room, cleanroom, etc.).
1. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
1.1. Safety glasses must be worn whenever in the cleanroom and labs, except when using a microscope or when wearing protective goggles.
1.2. Face masks are to be worn at all times. Personal masks are acceptable and preferred. The purpose of the personal masks is to protect others within our facility.

1.3. Gloves are to be worn at the user’s discretion in the general areas of the facility. 

2. MATERIALS 
2.1. Safety Glasses OR Goggles
2.2. Face Mask covering the nose and mouth at all times

2.2.1. Personal facial covering/mask is acceptable (and preferred) provided it is similar to a surgical mask and can remove large aerosol particles
2.3. Gloves (vinyl, latex, rubber) are for the user’s protection as defined by the individual labs or cleanroom. Glove use outside these areas are at the user’s discretion provided the gloves are changed when moving between environments. 
3. PPE – PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY & HEALTH ADVISORY
3.1. Wash your hands with soap and water upon entering and before leaving any lab.  If a particular lab does not have a sink, sanitize your hands with the available 70/30 alcohol solution.  Always wash hands before and after putting on or removing any face covering.

3.2. Face masks are to be worn at all times in the facility, including under the cleanroom veils.
3.3. Do not share lab coats/cleanroom garments, safety glasses, or other types of PPE. Use your own safety glasses (or prescription glasses) and keep them wiped and clean.

3.4. Hang lab coats so that they do not touch neighboring lab coats.  Hang cleanroom head and face coverings inside the gown so they do not touch neighboring garments.

3.5. Wear disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecting. Wash hands immediately after removing gloves.

3.6. Use Kim wipes or disinfectant wipes when handling common laboratory items, laboratory equipment and cabinet handle when opening.

3.7. Sanitize touch surfaces on appliances you’re using, such as microwaves, refrigerators, and coffee pots.   Contaminated surfaces may exist due to multiple people using these appliances.
3.8. Users who have been in risk areas or had contact with confirmed SARS-CoV-2 patients are not allowed to access the facility for 14 days.
3.9. Users who are SARS-Cov-2 positive or otherwise sick are not allowed to access the facility even if they appear to have only mild cold-like symptoms.

3.10. Users with health conditions who are at risk to develop severe symptoms are advised to avoid the facility and ask colleagues to perform experiments in their place.
4. AREAS OF OPERATION 
4.1. ENTERING BIRCK NANOTECHNOLOGY CENTER
4.1.1. A minimum of 6 feet must be maintained between all persons, regardless of location or circumstances. This includes in-person discussions, meetings, training sessions, or working in the same lab or office space.  This also applies to the Birck cleanroom.
4.1.2. Entrance to the building will be limited to the main entrance (Atrium) of Birck only, until further notice. This will provide a focused area for a wipe-down station.

4.1.3. Be aware of team members working in the building and respect their space, particularly in hallways, doorways, and other narrow spaces in the building.
4.1.4. Minimize office work.  Come to Birck for lab and/or cleanroom experimental work but do your computer analysis and data manipulation at home.
4.2. BIRCK 2001 LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM
4.2.1. Consultations and meetings should all be conducted remotely whenever possible.
4.2.2. Conference room 2001 is available for infrequent in-person meetings and trainings.
4.2.2.1. Maximum occupancy for BRK 2001 is 10 persons, including participants and presenters.
4.2.2.2. Tables and chairs are spaced appropriately to accommodate these 10 people while maintaining the proper 6’ social distancing.
4.2.2.3. Sanitation wipes are located in the conference room.  When your meeting/training concludes please use the sanitation wipes to sanitize tables, chairs, and any auxiliary equipment that was used by any and all participants.
4.2.2.4. There are no windows to open for ventilation so it is recommended to keep the doors open whenever possible.
5. GENERAL INFORMATION

5.1.1. Personal responsibility will be vital to maintain the health of all Birck community members. In everything you do, act as though there is virus present somewhere on-site in Birck.
5.1.2. A 14-day quarantine will be required for anyone who has traveled out of the country or is exhibiting symptoms, or until confirmed negative test, without exception. Also, if you have been with someone who has been sick or tested positive for COVID19, in the last 14 days, you should report it, and quarantine for 14 days, or until confirmed testing negative.  In all cases if you suspect you have been exposed, report it to your supervisor.
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