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Birck Nanotechnology Center




April 18, 2014

After-Hours Laboratory and Cleanroom Policy
(Buddy Policy)
Updated 18 March 2014


If you are working after hours* in the BNC cleanroom, the BNC biocleanroom, or any BNC laboratory and are using an acid hood, you must have another trained user present in that laboratory or cleanroom at all times. You are responsible to find a trained user to accompany you.


Please note that we no longer have Lab Attendants in the building after hours, so it is critical for your safety that you comply with this policy.


John Weaver
Facility Manager

NOTE: Normal business hours are Monday through Friday, 7:00 am to 6:00 pm, exclusive of holidays. Any other time is considered “after hours.”

Proposed Enforcement Plan

Random walkthrough consists of: 
1. Walking main aisle of cleanroom to ensure that two people are present if anyone is working in the cleanroom
2. Opening the door of every laboratory that contains an acid hood to ensure that two people are present if anyone is working at the acid hood
It is expected that the entire walkthrough process will take less than one hour to complete

If a person is caught working alone at a hood or alone in the cleanroom, the standard sanctions will be applied: one week suspension from cleanroom and laboratories or four weeks cleanup duty with Ira Young


Staff walkthrough scheduling

Divide after-hours segments into three categories: Weekends; Evenings; Nights
· Weekend walkthroughs: Saturday or Sunday between 12:00 noon and 12:00 midnight
· Evening walkthroughs: Monday through Friday between 7:00 pm and 12:00 midnight
· Night walkthroughs: Monday through Friday between 1:00 am and 5:00 am
18 people are in the rotation (Weaver, Reger, Voorhis, Jurss, Lubelski, Schwartz, Gardner, Sheldon, Coy, Miller, Courtney, Rowe, Hosler, Mahmood, Reece, Telesnicki, Bayless, and Kuhn)


Perform one walkthrough per week in each category for first 18 weeks
(Each person will do one walkthrough every six weeks until he/she has done a walkthrough in each category)

After 18 weeks, reduce frequency to one walkthrough per week, alternating categories
(Each person will do one walkthrough every 18 weeks, about 3 times per year)
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