MONDAY MEMO, November 12, 2007
****************

1. Announcements

****************
1.1  CORAL is up and running after the server upgrade and MSES power shutdown.  Please make sure you have logged into reef and reset your remote password.  If after that you are still having problems, then email coral@ecn.purdue.edu.  Reminder, the temporary billing sheets are only to be used when Coral is down.
1.2:  System testing:  This is a notice for the scheduled emergency generator/auto transfer switch test for “E” electric panels.  The testing is set for Tuesday 11-13-07 at 9:00 AM.  Systems connected to emergency electric panels should see ~10 sec outage.  We will notice a change in cleanroom, laboratory, and BIO laboratory static pressure during the test.  There is always a chance that the transfer switch could fail causing a longer power interruption.  This test was completed 2 months ago with no major issues.  If you have questions, please contact Mark Voorhis.

1.3:  TOWN HALL MEETING:  all faculty members are encouraged to attend:  Thursday, November 15, 2007, 1:30, BRK 1001.  Items to be included:  revised costing information; inviting international scholars to Birck; etc.

1.3:  REMINDER:  All reoccurring meetings must be rescheduled for the Spring Semester.  Reoccurring meetings have been set to expire at the end of the Fall semester.  Please check your Spring scheduled and reserve your rooms now on a first-come-first-served basis.  Please use the RAT system (https://engineering.purdue.edu/ECN/Resources/Tools/RAT/index_local) or contact Melissa Lane (lanem@purdue.edu).  
****************

2. Seminars

****************
2.1:  Monday, November 12, 2:30, POTR 234 (Fu Room):  “Finite Size Scaling and Quantum Criticality,” by Sabre Kais, Professor of Chemistry and Computer Science, Purdue University.
ABSTRACT: In statistical mechanics, the finite size scaling method provides a systematic way to extrapolate information about criticality obtained from a finite system to the thermodynamic limit.  For quantum systems, the finite size corresponds not to the spatial dimension but to the number of elements in a complete basis set used to expand the exact wave function of a given Hamiltonian. In this lecture I will discuss how finite size scaling works in quantum mechanics and how to calculate quantum critical parameters for stability of atomic, molecular and quantum dot systems. 

BIO: Sabre Kais is a Professor of Chemistry and Computer Science (courtesy). He was a Postdoc in the Chemistry Department at Harvard University with Professor Dudley Herschbach (Nobel Laureate in Chemistry 1986), and joined the faculty of the Department of Chemistry at Purdue in 1994. He and his students and postdoctoral associates have published 117 papers in peer-reviewed journals.  His research interests include: Electronic structure and dynamics of atoms, molecules and quantum dots; quantum information and computation; stability of matter in superintense laser fields. He received the National Science Foundation Career Award; Purdue University Faculty Scholar Award 2004-2009; 2005 Guggenheim Fellowship Award and was elected this year as Fellow of the American Physical Society and Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

********************

3. Birck Visitors

********************

3.1:  Tuesday, November 13, 2:00PM:  Jeff Hawkins, speaker for the Phil Bagwell lecture (ECE).

3.2:  Tuesday, November 13, 4:10PM:  Chairs of the US Food Science and Nutrition Departments.

3.3:  Wednesday, November 14, 1:40PM:  Dean of Agriculture’s PCARET visit, held in conjunction with the PCARET state conference.  Every county extension board selects three people to attend this state conference.  These are the grassroots people who speak up for Purdue to the county, state, and national governments.

3.4:  Thursday, November 15, 8:45AM:  McCutcheon High School Students, group 1.

3.5:  Thursday, November 15, 9:45AM:  McCutcheon High School Students, group 2.
*********************

4.  Funding Opportunities

*********************
4.1: Discovery Park has initiated a competition for seed grant proposals from Purdue faculty and staff.  A total of $300,000 has been allocated to fund seed grants of up to $50,000 each for proposals that catalyze new high impact activities at Purdue.  This program is not meant to fund complete projects, but rather to provide the necessary support to start new efforts that will be supported longer term by other funding sources.  All funded project teams are expected to submit a proposal to an external funding agency through Discovery Park, or to receive support from an outside organization (e.g., company) for continuation of the project effort.  For this competition, the deadlines are: 1) Letters of Intent are due Wednesday, January 2; and 2) Proposals are due Tuesday, January 15.  The guidelines and application process for this competition may be found at http://www.purdue.edu/research/vpr/funding/dpseedgrants.shtml.

4.2: NSF Summer 2008, East Asia and Pacific Summer Institutes for US Graduate Students pursuing science and engineering: Austrial, China, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Singapore, or Taiwan.  Application deadline: December 12, 2007.  Visit www.nsf.gov/eapsi; e-mail: eapinfo@nsf.gov.

4.3:  NSF’s Office of International Science and Engineering (OISE) serves as NSF’s focal point for international science and engineering activities.  OISE supports – either through its own programs or working with the other NSF directorates and offices – innovative awards and supplements that promote research excellence through new international collaboration and that develop the next generation of globally engaged scientists and engineers.  OISE funds international research and education activities in all NSF-supported disciplines involving any region of the world.  Researchers interested in collaborative research should consult both disciplinary and OISE program officers.  OISE works to build effective partnerships throughout the global science and engineering research and education community and interacts with foreign government and scientific counterparts to facilitate research collaboration.  For more information on OISE, please visit http://www.nsf.gov/oise.
****************

5.  Discovery Park

****************
5.1:  Congratulations to Purdue University & Cytometry for Life for their 3rd Place position in the Kelleher Chair for Entrepreneurship Challenge held November 3, 2007 in Austin, Texas.  C4L – I2P Team Members are Hussam Nour, Lova Rakotomalala, and Hildred Rochon. Advisors are J. Paul Robinson, Nancy Clement, Gilbert Rochon, Joe Pekny, and John Burr.
****************

6.  Purdue Info

****************
6.1:  ORDERING supplies:  The Purchasing staff has developed a series of SRM Requestor Hands-On workshops that include a compilation of tips and tricks that have been gathered since go-live; errors that are being observed by the SRM Help Desk and the system administrator will be discussed.  SRM users are encouraged to bring orders to the workshops and enter them with the assistance of Purchasing staff.


To become an SRM user, 1) request access to SRM through your home department for your access to the system and 2) contact Vikki Fast (vfast@purdue.edu) to set up a time for training.

*******************

7.  Life on the Outside

*******************
7.1:  8th Annual Holiday Dinner/Theatre presents “All on a Christmas Day,” December 7, 8, and 9, 2007, 6:00PM doors open, 6:30PM meal served; $15.00 per person, no childcare will be available, tickets are available by calling 765-564-2200; location is at the First Assembly of God, 9835 West US 421, Delphi, IN.

