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Abstract

Growing concerns about human exposure to perfluorooctanoate (PFOA) and perfluorooctane
sulfonate (PFOS), two members of the broad family of poly- and perfluoroalkyl substances (PFASSs),
have recently led to significant public and regulatory interest. However, society's path forward is not
immediately evident for these chemicals, particularly if they are broadly defined. In particular, many
efforts aiming to measure and monitor PFASs in the environment focus on a relatively narrow list of
PFASs. Evidence from sites impacted by the use of aqueous fire fighting foam (AFFF) provide the
strongest evidence of a need for more expansive analyses, but the need to go beyond standard EPA
methods for PFAS analysis goes beyond AFFF-impacted sites. This is particularly true in light of the
complex behavior of PFASs as well as the complex routes of human exposure to PFASs. PFASs are
likely to be a dominant environmental and public health challenge for years to come, and having the
right analytical tools will be key to our efforts to tackle this challenge. In this presentation, these issues
will be discussed in the context of characterizing PFASs in the environment and evaluating human
exposures to PFASs. Further, the need for a broader societal conversation on PFASs will be discussed.
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